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would be attacked by leprosy and their line would die out1
These examples prove that the eating of a sacred animal
is often believed to produce leprosy or other skin-diseases;
so far, therefore, they support the view that the pig must
have been sacred in Egypt, since the effect of drinking its
milk was believed to be leprosy. Such fancies may perhaps
have been sometimes suggested by the observation that the
eating of semi-putrid flesh, to which some savages are
addicted, is apt to be followed by eruptions on the skin.
Indeed, many modern authorities attribute leprosy to this
cause, particularly to the eating of half rotten fish.2 It
seems not impossible that the abhorrence which the Hebrews
entertained of leprosy, and the pains which they took to
seclude lepers from the community, may have been based on
religious as well as on purely sanitary grounds ; they may
have imagined that the disfigurement of the sufferers was a
penalty which they had incurred by some infraction of
taboo. Certainly we read in the Old Testament of cases of
leprosy which the historian regarded as the direct conse-
quence of sin.8

Again, the rule that, after touching a pig, a man had to Mere con-
wash himself and his clothes, also favours the view of the ^acTed*
sanctity of the pig.    For it is a common belief that the object is
effect of contact with a sacred object must be removed, by
washing or otherwise, before a man  is free to mingle with and
his fellows.    Thus the Jews wash their hands after reading
the sacred scriptures.     Before coming forth from the taber- sortofdis-
nacle after the sin-offering, the   high   priest   had to wash
himself, and put off the garments which he had worn in the
holy place.4    It was a rule of Greek ritual that, in offering
an expiatory sacrifice, the sacrificer should  not touch   the
sacrifice, and that, after the offering was made, he must wash
his body and his clothes in a river or spring before he could
enter a city or his own house.5   The Parjas, a small tribe of
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